THE BIBLE

“When I am tired, the Bible is my bed;

Or in the dark, the Bible is my light;

When I am hungry, it is vital bread;

Or fearful, it is armor for the fight;

When I am sick, ‘tis healing medicine;

Or lonely, thronging friends I find therein.

If I would work, the Bible is my tool;

Or play, it is a harp of happy sound.

If I am ignorant, it is my school;

If I am sinking, it is solid ground.

If I am cold, the Bible is my fire;

And wings, if boldly I aspire.

Should I be lost, the Bible is my guide;

Or naked, it is raiment, rich and warm.

Am I imprisoned, it is ranges wide;

Or tempest-tossed, a shelter from the storm.

Would I adventure, ‘tis a gallant sea;

Or would I rest, it is a flowery lea.”

--Amos R. Wells—
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THE LORD'S DAY – This week we continue our study of 1 Peter we will look at three verses where the Apostle Peter explains the greatness of the salvation message.  He talks about how the Gospel message was anticipated by the prophets, brought forth by the Holy Spirit, preached by the apostles, and looked at inquisitively by the angels.  Read 1 Peter 1:10-12. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help teach you about this great salvation from His Word.

MONDAY – Before we look specifically at our text, let’s take some time today to speak generally about this “great Salvation” that is ours in Christ.  To think about being “saved” is such a comforting thought for those of us who are truly born-again.  Although man cannot save himself (Romans 6:23, Jeremiah 2:22) God can and He does according to His own sovereign plan and purpose (Romans 8:28-30, 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14) He receives those who from their sin repent, obey His gospel, and believe by faith in Him alone.  They come to saving faith through repentance and belief in His Word (John 1:12-13, 3:14-17, 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10, Acts 2:38).  We also see that God even ordained those who would preach this glorious gospel message (Romans 10:14-17). 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God for this amazing salvation given freely by His grace.

TUESDAY – Peter starts in verse 10 alluding to the “salvation of your souls” that he mentioned in verse 9.  We find first that he says this is the salvation that the prophets “inquired and searched carefully.”  We read from Scripture

that even the prophets themselves studied their own writings and prophesies to try and understand this salvation.  We also know that Scripture says they were saved by their faith and that God would provide the ultimate sacrifice for sin although they could not fully comprehend all the details of the coming of Jesus Christ and His death and resurrection.  This speaks to the profundity of this great salvation and plan of God.  Read Numbers 24:17, Matthew 13:17, Hebrews 11:13, 39-40. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God for His infinite wisdom and plan, and that by His grace He opened our eyes to see and believe the Gospel. 

WEDNESDAY – Peter says that not only did the prophets study and search, but they “prophesied of the grace that would come to you.”  God’s Old Testament spokesmen had one overriding passion—the truth of Salvation.  They not only were fascinated by it, but they centered their study and writings on the work of Jesus Christ and the grace that he would bring to sinners.  These great men of God understood that Christ, the Messiah, would bring salvation to lost sinful men, and that God’s grace would extend, not only to Israel, but to all nations and peoples whom He had sovereignly set apart to Himself.  Read these verses that deal with the prophecy of this grace and profound salvation: Hosea 12:10, Amos 3:7, Isaiah 45:21-23, 49:6, 52:10, John 10:16. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Praise God today for this amazing grace and that He has given it to all who would believe and trust in Him.   

THURSDAY – It is important to remember that even though the people in the Old Testament were looking forward in time to God’s saving grace, they were still saved by faith. God has always been gracious to those who would believe (Psalm 84:11) and to those who now look back and believe (John 1:14).  In verse 11 we see the prophets were inspired by the Holy Spirit to write about the future work of Jesus Christ.  They were given the ability to write of the “sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.”  This phrase encompasses the total work of Jesus Christ on the Cross and His resurrection and ascension to glory.  Read some more of the incredible prophecies given to us by the Holy Spirit through the prophets’ pens.  Read Jeremiah 1:9, Psalm 22, Isaiah 52:13-53:12, Daniel 19:24-26, Zechariah 12:10, 13:7. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God that he has always been gracious and that He made His plan clear to all through the Scripture. 

FRIDAY – Peter explains in verse 12 that these prophecies were not just for the prophets themselves, but were given so they would be preached to all men through those whom God ordained to carry His message.  Peter is referencing the apostles first and foremost as the men God used to proclaim this glorious message.  All believers are to spread the Gospel message and proclaim it, but God selected specific men in time to be His messengers.  Read some of the apostle’s words in their preaching of this great Gospel:  2 Corinthians 6:1-2, Acts 2:38-39, Romans 1:16-17, 2 Timothy 4:1-2. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God that He has this message preached to you and ask Him to help you be a messenger of the good news. 

SATURDAY – In the end of verse 12, Peter points out to us that concerning this Gospel message of salvation, the “angels desire to look into.”  The angels are also instrumental in God’s plan as they, by their name alone, are “God’s messengers”.  The word “angel” in the Greek is “aggelos” which means “a messenger”, from a word which means “to bring tidings.”  Even though the angels are God’s messengers, the Scripture tells us they “long” or “desire” to understand what humans can experience in being forgiven by God and brought into fellowship with Him.  God’s elect angels have a holy curiosity to understand a kind of grace they will never experience.  We will look at this in more detail tomorrow, on the Lord’s Day.  Read Ephesians 3:9-10, Revelation 5:7-12. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Praise God that if you are saved you’ve experienced this profound, amazing grace.  Marvel and meditate on our wonderful God and His profound Salvation.

